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"Charming and beautifully humorous . . . A sparkling story of weathering change." —

Booklist, starred reviewEverything is changing for Becket Branch.From subways to sidewalks to

safety rules, she is a city kid born and raised. Now the Branch family is trading urban bustle for

big green fields and moving to help their gran on Blackberry Farm, where Becket has to make

sense of new routines, from feeding animals to baling hay.But Becket is ready! She even

makes her own “Becket List” for How to Be a Country Kid. Things don’t always work out the

way she planned, but whether it’s selling mouth-puckering lemonade, feeding hostile hens, or

trying to make a new best friend, Becket is determined to use her city smarts to get a grip on

country living.Get ready to yell “Beautiful Alert!” along with Becket as she mucks through the

messy, exuberant experience of change she didn’t ask for, in a story that sparkles with quirky

characters, cheerful humor, and unexpected adventures.



The Becket List: A Blackberry Farm Story, The Hoboken Chicken Emergency, Ben Franklin's in

My Bathroom! (History Pals), The Pig War: How a Porcine Tragedy Taught England and

America to Share, A Whale of the Wild, Starfish, Flight for Freedom: The Wetzel Family's

Daring Escape from East Germany, Go and Do Likewise!: The Parables and Wisdom of Jesus

Steph Warren, “Lovely middle-grade story about change and friendship. *I received a free copy

of this book with thanks to the author and Amanda Dissinger at Algonquin Young Readers. The

decision to review and my opinions are my own.*In this first Blackberry Farm story, the Branch

family are moving from the city to the countryside, and lively, outgoing Becket Branch is coping

far better with the change than her twin brother, Nicholas, and their older sister, Caroline. Or at

least, she is until she discovers that not everyone is as enthusiastically all-in as she is, and that

things don’t always go according to plan… even if you have a list!Becket is an endearing main

character and narrative voice. She is super positive and well-meaning, and has a sunny, bright

attitude to life that is joyously infectious. It is also easy to see how she could get annoying at

times… she is very LOUD!This is a lovely middle-grade story about settling in, making new

friends, and learning to appreciate the ones you already have. It is very easy to read and ideal

for readers who enjoy stories like Enid Blyton’s, all about children having gentle, countryside

adventures with little adult interference (although the Branch parents are far more responsible

and involved than any in Blyton’s books!).Minishine’s thoughts: This book is defo FIVE STARS!

Caroline is my favourite character and I like how she acts, and how Nicholas acts, and I like

how Becket is so loud and also that she loves animals. It’s about a girl who used to live in the

city and then they all move to the country, like in my favourite Faraway Tree books! She finds it

easy at first but then she has to be brave because change is HARD. Mr Fancypants is a funny

name for a dog and I like how they describe him, even though he’s not like our dog, Murphy. I

love all the pictures on every page, but I do wish they could all be in colour, like the front cover,

because the book suits lots of bright colours… BEAUTIFUL ALERT!!!Babybows’ thoughts: Ten

thumbs up for the whole book! I mean, one hundred! Nobody is my favourite character

because I like them all. I like all the pictures too and I like the story. I wish I had hammies and

hamblings! ‘I hadn’t put “Find a New Best Friend” on my list—and now here she is, Frieda

Franca, with her own alpacas and bouncy dog. I wish Mr Fancypants had a little more bounce

for a play date with “Beautiful Alert” Oro. Then again, Frieda’s been a country kid for longer

than me. Of course she’d already have the perfect dog. It doesn’t make sense to be jealous.

Except maybe I am, a little.’– Adele Griffin, The Becket ListReview by Steph Warren of

Bookshine and Readbows blog”

Rajiv, “An adorable realistic fiction children’s book. What an adorable middle-grade story “The

Becket List” was, and a great start to the “Blackberry Farm” series.Firstly, I would like to

compliment the author for developing such a creative concept for a series. Most popular middle-

grade books deal with fantasy, magic, or other subgenres. It is refreshing to see a middle-grade

story revolve around a family adjusting to the farm life from the city.I adored the way the author

wrote Becket. She is so excited to move to Blackberry Farm but soon realizes that things don’t

go the way she planned. On the other hand, her brother Nicholas adapts wonderfully. It was

nice to see how the kids transition to their new lives and make friends. I enjoyed reading about

all the members of the family. The author also adds humor when Becket has trouble with the

farm animals. It was also interesting to see how their friends, the Fairs, reacted to farm life



when they visited.There are other reasons to appreciate this book too. For instance, the story

has some heartfelt moments where Becket deals with a death in the family. The author also

makes the chapters stand out by adding Becket’s checklist, which would catch the attention of

a younger reader. Similarly, the illustrations by LeUyen Pham are adorable and blend with the

story beautifully!Overall, “The Becket List” is an adorable realistic fiction children’s book that

would entertain young ones.”

Sam K, “I definitely smile a LOT as I read this book. "Beautiful Alert!", Becket is going to steal

your heart.Becket was more than ready to start her new life in the country. She even had a list

to help her become an official country kid. So, Becket was ready for the country, but was the

country ready for Becket?It was love at first page! Becket had such a wonderful voice, and I

adore all her energy and enthusiasm. I swear, the kid should be a motivational speaker,

because her zest for all things was contagious. Though Becket was excited about all the new

things she was going to experience, her confidence waned a little, here and there, as she

adjusted. But, I was rooting for her the whole time, because she was so fabulous, fantastic, and

spunky.Since Becket was (almost) 10, we spent a lot of time with her family. We got to peek in

on their daily interactions, and what a lovely family they were. I especially loved Gram. She was

warm and wonderful and filled that soft spot I have in my heart for grandma's.When I was 13,

my family moved from Brooklyn to a 1-square mile town in NJ. Though it wasn't as "country" as

Becket's new home, it was a big change from my former home. I really related to the the

adjustments Becket had to make, and also really loved the look into what it's like to live on a

farm. We saw the awesome and ugly sides of it, but this all tied into the overall theme of this

book, which was about embracing change and adapting when necessary.I definitely smile a

LOT as I read this book. I did wonder why so many people were trying to stifle Becket's

enthusiasm by telling her to quiet down all the time, and I won't even mention what happened

in the last chapter, because I have already cried a smile river about it, but overall this was fun

and wonderful book, where I got to take an adventure with an enchanting character as she

embraced and adjusted to her new normal.”

The book by Adele Griffin has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 24 people have provided feedback.
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